“The Time and Effect of Christ’s Return”
“The Implications of the Gospel” – Part 8
1 Timothy 6:11-16
But you, man of God... pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the
presence of many witnesses... I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which God will bring about in his own time...
1 Timothy 6:11-16
We believe in the personal, bodily, and
glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The coming of Christ, at a time known only to God, demands constant expectancy and,
as our blessed hope, motivates the believer
to godly living, sacrificial service,
and energetic mission.
1. Live with constant expectancy.
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power
that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his
glorious body.
Philippians 3:20-21
"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was in
the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.
Matthew 24:36-37
Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them
suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-3

2. Do not be deceived.
Question: Does constant expectancy imply that there can be no “signs” of Christ’s coming?
"Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the
sign that they are about to take place?" He replied: "Watch out that you are not
deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is
near.' Do not follow them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be
frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right
away." Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in
various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.
Luke 21:7-11
But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like
a thief.
1 Thessalonians 5:4
Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to
destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called
God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming
himself to be God.
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

“And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him
day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get
justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?”
Luke 18:7-8

3. Be patient and stand firm.
Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for
the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and
spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is
near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The
Judge is standing at the door!
James 5:7-9
The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so
that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one
should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:7-10
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
2 Peter
3:8-9

4. Be watchful. We have a job to do!
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will
come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let
his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Matthew 24:42-44
A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility
of managing his other household servants and feeding them. If the master
returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward.
Matthew 24:45-46 (NLT)

