“God Has a Face”
“Because of Bethlehem” — Part 1
Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.
John 1:1
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.
John 1:14

1. Mary’s trip to Bethlehem teaches us that God is Lord over
Christmas chaos.
This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a
righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in
mind to divorce her quietly.
Matthew 1:18-19
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child.
Luke 2:4-5
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:6-7

2. Mary’s trip to Bethlehem teaches us that God is with us.
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and
will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel"—which means, "God with us." Matthew 1:23

“Jesus entered our world
not like a human but as a human.”
Max Lucado

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."
Luke 2:8-14
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.
Luke 2:16-20

Application:
• When we fix our eyes on Jesus we discover that we are seeing God Himself.
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ.
2 Corinthians 4:6
Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." Jesus
answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a
long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”
John 14:8-9
• God controls the chaos that troubles our lives.
"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."
John 16:33
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:7
• God gets you, He knows you and loves you, and He is with you.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

