“Imitating God!”
“Ephesians” — Part 14
Ephesians 5:1-14
“He who follows me will not walk in darkness,” says the Lord. By these words of
Christ we are advised to imitate His life and habits, if we wish to be truly
enlightened and free from all blindness of heart. Let our chief effort, therefore,
be to study the life of Jesus Christ.
Thomas a Kempis, 1418 AD

1. Imitate God by walking in love.
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God.
Ephesians 5:1-2
And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18

Why should we walk in love?
• Love is the fundamental factor in the Christian life.
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another.
1 John 4:7-11
…God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.
1 John 4:16
We love because he first loved us.
1 John 4:19
• We are participants in the divine nature.
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that
through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the
corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
2 Peter 1:4
• We are God’s beloved children.
…May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me.
John 17:23

What does a life of love look like?

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use
whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's
grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:8-10
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

2. Don’t live a life of destruction!
But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of
place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure
or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.
Ephesians 5:3-6
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
John 8:12
The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."…

Psalm 14:1

The very essence of evil is the rejection of God!

3. Live as children of light.
Therefore do not be partners with them. For you were once darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases the
Lord.
Ephesians 5:7-10
• Why would those who have been called out of darkness want to go back and live in the

darkness?
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.
1 Peter 2:9
• Because of what God has done for us we make it our goal to please God.
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek
him.
Hebrews 11:6

4. Expose the darkness.

Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. For it
is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed
by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is
said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."
Ephesians 5:11-14
• This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine!
You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16

Application: Lighthouses should never be ignored.
Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become
blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved
generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the
word of life…
Philippians 2:14-16

