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Three demonstrations of God’s power:
Resurrection power (v. 20)
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade —
kept in heaven for you, who through faith are
shielded by God's power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last
time.
1 Peter 1:3-5

•

How to pray for yourself and others?
1. Pray for an intimate knowledge of God.
For this reason, ever since I heard about your
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the
saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you,
remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better.
Ephesians 1:15-17

Ultimate and supreme power (v. 21)
And having disarmed the powers and authorities,
he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing
over them by the cross. Colossians 2:15

•

“A Prayer for Illumination”
“Ephesians”—Part 3
Ephesians 1:15-23

•

Headship or leadership power (v. 22-23)

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:34-35

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many
parts; and though all its parts are many, they
form one body. So it is with Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:12

•

•

Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates
his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves
his brother lives in the light, and there is nothing
in him to make him stumble.
1 John 2:9-10

Two things to remember:
The evidence of God’s power is change!
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Romans 15:13

God power is best displayed through weakness!
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show
that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

How do you recognize authentic faith?

•

Knowledge of God comes by the Spirit.
The man without the Spirit does not accept the
things that come from the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually
discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:14
"I have much more to say to you, more than you
can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not
speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He
will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine

and making it known to you. All that belongs to
the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit
will take from what is mine and make it known to
you.
John 16:12-15
•

So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord,
or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me
in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God,
who has saved us and called us to a holy life —
not because of anything we have done but
because of his own purpose and grace.
2 Timothy 1:8-9

Knowledge of God comes through His Word.
I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will
not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life.
John 5:24

•

For the Lord's portion is his people…
Deuteronomy 32:9

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
John 17:17

Father, I want those you have given me to be with
me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you
have given me because you loved me before the
creation of the world. John 17:24

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12

...on the day He comes to be glorified in His holy
people and to be marveled at among all those
who have believed. This includes you, because
you believed our testimony to you. With this in
mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God
may count you worthy of His calling, and that by
His power He may fulfill every good purpose of
yours and every act prompted by your faith. We
pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may
be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thessalonians 1:10-12

2. Pray for enlightenment with understanding.
I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope
to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe.
Ephesians 1:18-19
•

Understand the riches of His inheritance in the saints.

Understand the hope of His calling.
•
But now he has reconciled you by Christ's
physical body through death to present you holy
in his sight, without blemish and free from
accusation—if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, not moved from the hope
held out in the gospel. Colossians 1:22-23
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and
what we will be has not yet been made known.
But we know that when he appears, we shall be
like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone
who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as
he is pure.
1 John 3:2-3

Understand the greatness of His power. It is not just any
kind of power!
That power is like the working of his mighty
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all
rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every title that can be given, not only in the
present age but also in the one to come. And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed
him to be head over everything for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way. Ephesians 1:19b-23

