“Love Changes Everything—Our Mission”
Love Changes Everything — Part 3
John 21:1-18

Jesus—the executor of His own
Will and Testament.

1. The call to love

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

John 13:1

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another." John 13:34-35

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my
Father's commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love
each other as I have loved you.” John 15:9-12

2. The call to discipleship and obedience

“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. My prayer is not for them
alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

John 17:18-21

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize
that it was Jesus. He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No,"
they answered. He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you
will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of
the large number of fish. John 21:4-6

3. The call to fellowship and care

Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught." Simon Peter
climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but
even with so many the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have
breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it
was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after
he was raised from the dead. John 21:10-14

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John,
do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I
love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John,
do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus



said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he said to him, "Simon son of
John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time,
"Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.'
Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. “ John 21:15-17
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4. The call to Total Global Evangelism

...“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

...“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.” Mark 16:15-16

“This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high.”

Luke 24:46-49

...“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” Acts 1:8

5. Love is to be our mode of operation.

e In our relationship to one another

...Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who
is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part
does its work. Ephesians 4:14-16

e In our relationship to the world

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.
But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that
those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander. 1 Peter 3:15-16



