“Party, Passover, Prophecy, and Prayer”
“A Journey With Jesus” — Part 24
Mark 14:1-42
1. The Plot and the Party.
Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the
chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus
and kill him. "But not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot." While he was
in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She
broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. Some of those present were saying
indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more
than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And they rebuked her harshly.
"Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing
to me. The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want.
But you will not always have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body
beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her."
Mark 14:1-9
Questions: Is there any expression of love for Christ that is too extravagant? Am I ever critical
of the way others express their love to Christ when it is different from my own?
2. The Betrayal, the Passover and the New Covenant.
Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to
them. They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched
for an opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,
when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him,
"Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" So he
sent two of his disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of
water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher
asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' He will
show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." The
disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they
prepared the Passover. When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. While they
were reclining at the table eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray
me—one who is eating with me." They were saddened, and one by one they said to him,
"Surely not I?" "It is one of the Twelve," he replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with
me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born." While they
were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, "Take it; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to
them, and they all drank from it. "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out
for many," he said to them. "I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God." Mark 14:10-25

Questions: What has priority in my life; money or Jesus? Do I, like Jesus, love my enemy
enough to continually show him respect? Have I accepted the broken body and shed blood of
Jesus as a covering for my sin?
3. The Prophecy and the Protest.
When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. "You will all fall away,"
Jesus told them, "for it is written: 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered.' But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” Peter declared,
"Even if all fall away, I will not." "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "today—yes,
tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times." But
Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all
the others said the same.
Mark 14:26-31
Questions: Where does your strength come from? When will I be silent long enough to hear
what Jesus is really saying? Am I so busy objecting to the hard part of Jesus’ words that I miss
His encouragement to me?
4. The Agony and the Submission.
They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I
pray." He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply
distressed and troubled. "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he
said to them. "Stay here and keep watch." Going a little farther, he fell to the ground
and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. "Abba, Father," he said,
"everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you
will." Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Simon," he said to Peter,
"are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will
not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." Once more he went
away and prayed the same thing. When he came back, he again found them sleeping,
because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to him. Returning the third
time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come.
Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes
my betrayer!"
Mark 14:32-42
Questions: Am I willing to reveal my deep needs enough to allow someone the privilege of
watching with me? Do I truly want God’s will in crisis and not my own?
Application: Peter was ready to fight for and die with Jesus, but what he didn’t realize is that
this was a spiritual battle. How often do we bring physical strength to our spiritual battles?
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so
that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of

righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying
for all the saints.
Ephesians 6:10-18
How have you faced your own Gethsemanes? Do you sense a strong tug to do something
difficult or sacrificial that would help others, advance the gospel, or please God? Gethsemane
calls for sacrifice over comfort!

