“The Kingdom Takes Center Stage 2”
“A Journey with Jesus—Part 7
Mark 4:25-34
The Kingdom’s Mysterious Growth
1. Unlocking the parable of seed growth.
He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows,
though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then
the head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle
to it, because the harvest has come."
Mark 4:26-29
• We always want less than God longs to give us.
• We cannot make the seed grow.
• We cannot even explain how it grows.
• There is a mystery to the growth of the seed.

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the
living and enduring word of God.
1 Peter 1:23
…All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing
among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth.
Colossians 1:6
• The growth of the seed is God’s supernatural work.

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants
nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.
1 Corinthians 3:6-7
• A disciple could be discouraged because much seed falls on unproductive ground. That

is why it’s important for us to know the mystery of seed growth.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we
do not give up.
Galatians 6:9
• Since God produces a harvest, our responsibility is to sow seed.

For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the
Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.
Isaiah 61:11

2. Unlocking the Parable of the Weeds
Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared. The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow
good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' ‘An enemy did this,' he
replied. The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' ‘No,' he
answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.
Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring
it into my barn.'"
Matthew 13:24-30
The Surprising Growth of the Kingdom
(Kingdoms In Conflict)
3. Unlocking the parable of the Mustard Seed
Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use
to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the
ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with
such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade."
Mark 4:30-32
• The growth of the kingdom will not result in the conversion of everyone, but the growth

will be great.
The Problem of the Birds
• Some growth will give opportunity for Satan to get in and go to work.
• Not everything done in the name of Christianity is Christian.
• Some false religions and cults call themselves Christian.
• There is a difference between Christianity and Christendom.

Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead,
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to
be first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Matthew 20:25-28
…"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and
he will reign for ever and ever."
Revelation 11:15

