“Honoring Christ at Home and Work”
Jesus at the Center of It All—Part 11
Colossians 3:18-4:1
Christ at the center of a life, changes
individuals and it changes families.
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God–having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.
2 Timothy 3:1-5
1. Husbands and wives (Love and Submission)
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and
do not be harsh with them.
Colossians 3:18-19
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit to your husbands as to
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives
should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church,
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as
Christ does the church–for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."
This is a profound mystery–but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each
one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her
husband.
Ephesians 5:21-33
Mutual love and submission creates an atmosphere that
allows husbands and wives to thrive and live as a
testimony to the world that the gospel is real.

Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not
believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when
they see the purity and reverence of your lives…Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your
prayers.
1 Peter 3:1-2 and 7

2. Parents and children (Encouragement and Obedience)
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not
embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.
Colossians 3:20-21
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates.
Deuteronomy 6:5-9
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:4
Christ at the center of a life changes
workplace relationships.
3. Workplace relationships (Honesty and Devotion)
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on
you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord.
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the
Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there
is no favoritism. Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you
know that you also have a Master in heaven.
Colossians 3:22-4:1
Application: If family members are controlled by the Spirit of God and the Word of God, they
will be joyful, thankful, and submissive — and they will have little trouble getting along with each
other. God’s Word can change and control the heart.
Can the people you live with and work with detect
that you are filled with the Spirit and the Word?

