“The King and His Kingdom”
“The Story - New Testament” — Part 3

1. Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of God.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on
the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow
his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came
and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up
quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns,
which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced
a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear."
Matthew 13:1-9
2. The Kingdom values people over process!
Then Jesus told them this parable: "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses
one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost
sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have
found my lost sheep.'“ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not
need to repent.
Luke 15:3-7

3. Jesus demonstrates His authority as King.
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, and
it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy
themselves some food." Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat." "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered.
"Bring them here to me," he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the
people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of
broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
Matthew 14:15-21

During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When
the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said,
and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be
afraid." "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." "Come," he

said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save
me!" Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he
said, "why did you doubt?" And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then
those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."
Matthew 14:25-33
When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. And when the men of that
place recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all
their sick to him and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all
who touched him were healed.
Matthew 14:34-36
4. Entrance into the Kingdom based on faith.
Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." So they
asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.'" Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not
Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world." "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." Then Jesus
declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who
believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do
not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will
never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that
he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father's will is that everyone
who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at
the last day."
John 6:29-40

Application: Jesus’ ministry was validated by His remarkable teaching and miraculous
interventions. But, Jesus demands our singular devotion. At some point, after observing all
Jesus did, we have to make our own choice. Is Jesus the one you really want to follow?
It is not enough to think Jesus was just a great man. Here in our “Lower Story” we meet many
great men and women. If we want to rise above the day-to-day circumstances of our lives, we
must be prepared to meet someone who redefines extraordinary, and we must make the same
commitment Jesus asks all of His followers to make, “believe in the one the Father has sent.”
Jesus is the only way!

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples

rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child
will never enter it." And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and
blessed them.
Mark 10:13-16
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