“Nehemiah’s Passion”
The Story — Part 21
Nehemiah
1. The exiled people of God return to Jerusalem.
50,000 return with Zerubabel from Babylon.
A second group returns with Ezra.
A final group returns with Nehemiah from Persia to rebuild the walls.
2. Nehemiah follows the call of God.
…In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, Hanani,
one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about
the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. They said to me,
"Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire."
When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted
and prayed before the God of heaven.
Nehemiah 1:1-4
3. Artaxerxes grants Nehemiah’s request and God confirms
Nehemiah’s call.
In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought
for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before;
so the king asked me, "Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be
nothing but sadness of heart." I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, "May the
king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are
buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" The king said to me,
"What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of heaven, and I answered the king, "If it
pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the
city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it."
Nehemiah 2:1-5
4. Nehemiah surveys the situation first-hand.
I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days I set out during the night with a
few men. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem...By
night I went—examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its
gates, which had been destroyed by fire...The officials did not know where I had gone or
what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles
or officials or any others who would be doing the work.
Nehemiah 2:11-16
5. Nehemiah shares both the plan and his testimony.
Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no

longer be in disgrace." I also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon me and
what the king had said to me. They replied, "Let us start rebuilding." So they began this
good work.
Nehemiah 2:17-18
6. Nehemiah sticks to the task and encourages everyone
else to do the same.
But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard
that the repairs to Jerusalem's walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being
closed, they were very angry. They all plotted together to come and fight against
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. But we prayed to our God and posted a guard
day and night to meet this threat. Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of
the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall."
Also our enemies said, "Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them
and will kill them and put an end to the work."
Nehemiah 4:7-11
Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, "Wherever you turn,
they will attack us." Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of
the wall at the exposed places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and
bows. After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the
rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your
homes."
Nehemiah 4:12-14
When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies
that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it…Sanballat and Geshem sent me
this message: "Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono." But
they were scheming to harm me; so I sent messengers to them with this reply: "I am
carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it
and go down to you?"
Nehemiah 6:1-3
7. The wall is completed in 52 days.
So the wall was completed—in fifty-two days. When all our enemies heard about this, all
the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized
that this work had been done with the help of our God. Nehemiah 6:15-16
After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the doors in place...I put in charge of
Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the commander of the citadel,
because he was a man of integrity and feared God more than most men do.
Nehemiah 7:1-2
8. Ezra reads the book of the Law.
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, all the
people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the
scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for

Israel...He read it aloud from daybreak till noon...in the presence of the men, women and
others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the
Law.
Nehemiah 8:1-3
9. The people obey the Word of God.
They found written in the Law, which the Lord had commanded through Moses, that the
Israelites were to live in booths during the feast of the seventh month and that they
should proclaim this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: "Go
out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, and from
myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make booths"-as it is written. So the people went
out and brought back branches and built themselves booths on their own roofs, in their
courtyards...The whole company that had returned from exile built booths and lived in
them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not
celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great.
Nehemiah
8:14-17
Application: If God called you to a new task, would you be willing to go?
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