“The King Who Had It All”
The Story — Part 13
1 Kings 1-11
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!
Corinthians 10:12
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1. King David passes the throne on to his son, Solomon.
When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his son. "I am
about to go the way of all the earth," he said. "So be strong, show yourself a man, and
observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep his decrees and
commands, his laws and requirements, as written in the Law of Moses, so that you may
prosper in all you do and wherever you go…”
1 Kings 2:1-3
2. As a young man, Solomon pleases God.
"Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I
am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties… So give your servant
a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For
who is able to govern this great people of yours?" The Lord was pleased that Solomon
had asked for this. So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long
life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise
and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever
be. Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both riches and honor—so
that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. And if you walk in my ways and
obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life."
1 Kings 3:7-14
3. Solomon uses his wisdom to educate the nation.
God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as
measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon's wisdom was greater than the
wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. He was
wiser than any other man... And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. He spoke
three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five... Men of all
nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had
heard of his wisdom.
1 Kings 4:29-34
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6
Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns will
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.
Proverbs 3:9-10
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.

Proverbs 14:12
4. Solomon builds a temple for God and grows in popularity.
In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites had come out of Egypt, in the
fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, the second month, he
began to build the temple of the Lord. The temple that King Solomon built for the Lord
was sixty cubits long, twenty wide and thirty high.
1 Kings 6:1-2

The word of the Lord came to Solomon: "As for this temple you are building, if you follow
my decrees, carry out my regulations and keep all my commands and obey them, I will
fulfill through you the promise I gave to David your father. And I will live among the
Israelites and will not abandon my people Israel."
1 Kings 6:11-13
...the temple was finished in all its details according to its specifications. He had spent
seven years building it.
1 Kings 6:38
When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his relation to the name
of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions... Solomon answered all her
questions; nothing was too hard for the king to explain to her. When the queen of Sheba
saw all the wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, the food on his table, the
seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the
burnt offerings he made at the temple of the Lord, she was overwhelmed… “I did not
believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told
me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard… Praise be to the
Lord your God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel. Because
of the Lord's eternal love for Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice and
righteousness.”
1 Kings 10:1-9
5. Solomon builds his own palace.
It took Solomon thirteen years, however, to complete the construction of his palace. He
built the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon a hundred cubits long, fifty wide and thirty
high… 1 Kings 7:1-2
6. Solomon who started strong, ends poorly.
King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter... They
were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, "You must not
intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods."
Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal
birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old,

his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the
Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. So
Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David
his father had done.
1 Kings 11:1-6
Application: How does a person start so well and end so poorly? No one wakes up and says,
I’d like to wreck my life and ruin all my relationships. These things happen slowly. If the wisest
man who ever lived failed, what about us?
Know your mission! (Point people to Jesus!)
Recognize your influence! (How you live matters!)
Stay out of lukewarm waters!
Pray to finish strong!
Seek God continually!
Invite accountability!
No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
1 Corinthians 10:13
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